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SERVICE NOTES:  EPIPHANY 
Today we celebrate the Festival of the Epiphany of our Lord.  Epiphany is Christendom’s second 

oldest festival; it has been celebrated continuously by the Church for nearly 1900 years. 

The festival was originally a general celebration of the incarnation of Jesus Christ which included 

the commemoration of his birth, the visit of the Magi (Wise Men), all of Jesus’ childhood events 

up to and including his baptism.  Today, the Eastern Orthodox church celebrates Epiphany as the 

festival of Christ’s birth, and the Western Church stresses the visit of the Magi. 

The season of Epiphany (the Greek word for “appearance”) celebrates God’s revealing or 

manifesting of Jesus’ identity as true God, Messiah, and Savior of the world.  Epiphany not only 

commemorates the fact that Jesus appeared to save us, but that God revealed the identity of 

Jesus to the world. 

The season of Epiphany will conclude on February 26, with the festival of the Transfiguration of 

our Lord. 
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CHRIST ALONE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
He Did It All!

 

Pastor Paul Seager 

 Church Office:     817-565-4427 
 Home Phone:    817-488-2908 
 Email:  paulmseager@gmail.com

 
Those Who Serve 

Keyboard:  Michele LaRocque 
 
 

 

 
 

elcome! Thank you for joining us for worship this morning.  In our service we gather 
before our almighty God to offer him our worship and praise.  We also gather to 
strengthen ourselves through the study of God’s holy and powerful word.  Please 

take a moment to sign our guest register as you leave this morning.   
 

 Restrooms are located in the hallway as you exit the gymnasium by the water fountain. 
 A Staffed Nursery is available for your use at any time during the service.  It is located 

down the hallway to the right as you exit the gymnasium by the water fountains. 
 A Cry-Room area is available if your litte ones need a moment.  Simply use the hallway 

located out the gymnasium doors by the water fountains. 
 

 

    

W 
JANUARY 08, 2017   EPIPHANY 

TODAY’S THEME: 

THE FESTIVAL OF THE EPIPHANY OF OUR 

LORD  
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SERVICE OF THE WORD 

OPENING HYMN: #80,  Angels from the Realms of Glory 

 

INVOCATION 

L(eader):  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the 

Holy Spirit be with you. 

C(ongregation):  And also with you. 

  

CONFESSION OF SINS 

L: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as 

his dear children.  But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and 

punishment.  Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy. 

C: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth.  In countless ways I 

have sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child.  But trusting in 

Jesus, my Savior, I pray:  Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love.  

Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my guilt. 

L: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins.  By the perfect life and innocent 

death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever.  You are his own 

dear child.  May God give you strength to live according to his will.   

C: Amen. 

L: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 
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GLORIA 

 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

L: Let us pray. 

The leader says the Prayer of the Day. 

C: Amen. 
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 THE WORD OF GOD 

THE CHILDREN’S SERMON 

THE FIRST LESSON:  1 KINGS 10:1-9 
 1 When the queen of Sheba heard about the fame of Solomon and his relation to the name 

of the LORD, she came to test him with hard questions. 2 Arriving at Jerusalem with a very great 

caravan—with camels carrying spices, large quantities of gold, and precious stones—she came 

to Solomon and talked with him about all that she had on her mind. 3 Solomon answered all her 

questions; nothing was too hard for the king to explain to her. 4 When the queen of Sheba saw 

all the wisdom of Solomon and the palace he had built, 5 the food on his table, the seating of his 

officials, the attending servants in their robes, his cupbearers, and the burnt offerings he made 

at the temple of the LORD, she was overwhelmed.  

 6 She said to the king, "The report I heard in my own country about your achievements and 

your wisdom is true. 7 But I did not believe these things until I came and saw with my own eyes. 

Indeed, not even half was told me; in wisdom and wealth you have far exceeded the report I 

heard. 8 How happy your men must be! How happy your officials, who continually stand before 

you and hear your wisdom! 9 Praise be to the LORD your God, who has delighted in you and 

placed you on the throne of Israel. Because of the LORD's eternal love for Israel, he has made 

you king, to maintain justice and righteousness." 
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THE PSALM OF THE DAY:  PSALM 72 
Read responsively with the leader. 

L: Endow the King with your justice, O God. 

C: the royal Son with your righteousness. 

L: He will defend the afflicted among the people 

C: and save the children of the needy. 

L: He will endure as long as the sun, 

C: as long as the moon, through all generations. 

L: He will be like rain falling on a mown field, 

C: like showers watering the earth. 

L: All kings bow down to him, 

C:  and all nations will serve him. 

L: All nations will be blessed through him. 

C:  and they will call him blessed. 

L: Praise be to the LORD God, who alone does marvelous deeds. 

C: May the whole earth be filled with his glory. 

THE SECOND LESSON:  ACTS 13:46-49 
46 Then Paul and Barnabas answered them boldly: “We had to speak the word of God to you 

first. Since you reject it and do not consider yourselves worthy of eternal life, we now turn to 

the Gentiles. 47 For this is what the Lord has commanded us: 

“‘I have made you a light for the Gentiles,      

 that you may bring salvation to the ends of the earth.’” 

48 When the Gentiles heard this, they were glad and honored the word of the Lord; and all 

who were appointed for eternal life believed. 

49 The word of the Lord spread through the whole region. 
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THE VERSE OF THE DAY 

 

THE GOSPEL:  MATTHEW 2:1-12 
1After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King Herod, Magi from the 

east came to Jerusalem 2and asked, "Where is the one who has been born king of the Jews? We 

saw his star in the east and have come to worship him."  

 3When King Herod heard this he was disturbed, and all Jerusalem with him. 4When he had 

called together all the people's chief priests and teachers of the law, he asked them where the 

Christ was to be born. 5"In Bethlehem in Judea," they replied, "for this is what the prophet has 

written:  

 6" 'But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,  

      are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;  

   for out of you will come a ruler  

      who will be the shepherd of my people Israel.'"  

 7Then Herod called the Magi secretly and found out from them the exact time the star had 

appeared. 8He sent them to Bethlehem and said, "Go and make a careful search for the child. As 

soon as you find him, report to me, so that I too may go and worship him."  

 9After they had heard the king, they went on their way, and the star they had seen in the 

east went ahead of them until it stopped over the place where the child was. 10When they saw 

the star, they were overjoyed. 11On coming to the house, they saw the child with his mother 
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Mary, and they bowed down and worshiped him. Then they opened their treasures and 

presented him with gifts of gold and of incense and of myrrh. 12And having been warned in a 

dream not to go back to Herod, they returned to their country by another route. 

C:  Praise be to you, O Christ! 

THE HYMN OF THE DAY:  #79, How Lovely Shines the Morning Star1 
 

THE SERMON:  
Mysterious Magi Make Known the Messiah 

1. In their origin  
2. In their search 
3. In their worship 

 
Matthew 2:1-12 

 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED: 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 

buried.  He descended into hell.  The third day he rose again from the dead.  He ascended 

into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.  From there he will 

come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 

 

                                                           
1 Philipp Nicolai, a Lutheran pastor in Germany in the late 1500’s, wrote this hymn which is often called 
the “queen of chorales.”  Nicolai called this hymn “A spiritual bridal song of the believing soul concerning 
Jesus Christ, her heavenly bridegroom.”  The hymn reflects the wonderful legacy historic Christianity has 
left for the Church today. 
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THANKSGIVING 

THE OFFERING: 
The members of Christ Alone Lutheran Congregation have joined together to do the Lord's 

work in this community and around the world.  Visitors need not feel obligated to participate 

in this offering which supports our ministry. 

THE PRAYER OF THE CHURCH:   

THE LORD’S PRAYER: 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  

thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 

trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is 

the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever and ever.  Amen. 

THE LORD’S BLESSING 
L: Brothers and sisters, go in peace.  Live in harmony with one another.  Serve the Lord 

with gladness. 

 The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 

C: Amen.  

CLOSING HYMN: #83,  As with Gladness Men of Old 

+ + +  
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Announcements 
Welcome Visitors and Guests:  We are glad that you are with us this morning, and we pray that you 

will worship with us again soon.  God’s richest blessings to you!   

January 8 - 15: 
 Today  9:15AM  Sunday School; Bible Class 
   10:30AM Worship  
 Wednesday 5:45PM  Confirmation 
   7:00PM  Council of Ministry 
 Sunday  9:15AM  Sunday School; Bible Class 
   10:30AM Worship – Lessons and Carols 
 
Faithbuilders Class:  Our Faithbuilders class is for people interested in becoming members of Christ 

Alone, or for people just looking to build their faith through the study of the basic teachings of the 

Bible.  A new class will begin soon!  If you would like to attend, contact Pastor Seager.  Free childcare 

is available.            
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ABOUT CHRIST ALONE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Christ Alone Lutheran Church is a new Christian congregation, a mission plant of the third 

largest Lutheran church body in America.  Christ Alone congregation held its first service on 

January 10, 2010.  More recently, Christ Alone purchased 11 acres of land on Main St. in Keller.  

By God’s grace, Christ Alone Lutheran remains focused on our mission of reaching out with the 

good news of the Savior Jesus Christ who died on the cross to pay for all sins and rose again to 

give eternal life. 

Christ Alone Lutheran Church worships the Triune God – Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  We 

accept the Bible as God’s inspired and errorless word.  It is the only source of truth for life and 

for eternity. 

Christ Alone is dedicated to preaching the truth, that God has prepared a way to save 

sinners from eternal damnation by sending His Son, Jesus Christ.  By Jesus’ perfect life and 

innocent death, the sins of all people have been paid for in full.  Jesus’ resurrection is proof of 

this!  Whoever believes (trusts) in Jesus has the forgiveness of sins, possesses eternal life now, 

and has a certain future with Jesus in heaven.  Believers in Jesus have been given the new life of 

faith by which they offer their lives in service to the Lord and all people. 

The mission of Christ Alone is to proclaim this eternal gospel (the good news), “that God 

was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting men’s sins against them” (2 

Corinthians 5:19).  It is this gospel that gives our church its name:  Christ Alone Lutheran 

Church—He did it all! 

 

OFFICE LOCATION 

9500 Ray White Rd., Suite 200 
Fort Worth, TX 76244 

 

WORSHIP LOCATION 

Kay Granger Elementary School 
12771 Saratoga Springs Circle 

Fort Worth, TX 76244 

 

 
 

 

 


