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CHRIST ALONE LUTHERAN  | Fort Worth,TX 

May 6, 2018                      Sixth Sunday of Easter 

SERVICE NOTES:  EASTERTIDE—THE REDEEMER LIVES! 

After forty days of repentance and prayer, the Church bursts forth in jubilant praise at the 
Resurrection of our Lord.  The alleluias and glorias which were muted for Lent ring out again as 
the Bride of Christ welcome her Bridegroom back from the dead.  Easter is the pinnacle of the 
Church Year, the oldest festival and season celebrated by the worshipping Church.  For a full 
week-of-weeks (49 days) the Church celebrates the resurrection of Christ on the Sundays of 
Easter, which culminate on the 50th day, Pentecost. 

BEFORE WORSHIP 

As you prepare to worship your Lord today, spend a few quiet minutes in prayer before the 
service.  Review the lessons, the service nots, and pray this prayer: 

O God, you form the minds of your faithful people into a single will.  Make us love what you 
command and desire what you promise, that among the many changes of this world, our 
hearts may ever yearn for the lasting joys of heaven; through your Son, Jesus Christ, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen.   

INFORMATION 

Restrooms are located across the hallway as you exit the gymnasium by the water foundations.   
A Mother’s Room is available for your use at any time during the service.  It’s located down the 
hallway to the right as you exit the gymnasium by the water fountains. 
Children’s Activity Sheets give activities and lesson pertaining to the Scripture lessons for the 
day.  Pick one up at the information table or speak to an usher.  

SERVICE PARTICIPANTS 

Rev. Paul M. Seager, pastor of Christ Alone 
Vicar Andrew Westra, guest preacher 
Michele LaRocque, keyboardist 
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SERVICE OF WORD AND SACRAMENT 

INVOCATION 

 please stand 

L(eader): In the name of the Father and of the (+) Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C(ongregation):  Amen. 

L: Dear friends in Christ, today we come together to celebrate the resurrection of our Lord.  
Let us draw near to him in worship and praise, in our thoughts and in our prayers.  Christ 
is risen! 

C: He is risen indeed! 

L: This is the day the Lord has made! 

C: Let us rejoice and be glad in it! 

L: Come, let us worship! 

OPENING HYMN Chief of Sinners Though I Be | 385, VV. 1-3 

CONFESSION 

L:  Upon the hill the cross now stands empty. Morning light breaks upon the tomb. As we 
come before our God and King, let us confess our sins. 

C:  Lord God, I humbly come before you. I confess that I am sinful in thought, word, and 
deed. I daily fail to do what you command, and continually do what you forbid. Lord, I 
am sorry for my sins. I believe that for the sake of my Lord Jesus Christ, you will have 
mercy on me. 

ABSOLUTION 

L:  Upon this your sincere confession, by Christ’s command and authority, I assure you that 
your sins are all forgiven. The vacant cross and the empty grave are God’s signs to you 
that he has accepted the sacrifice of his one and only Son. Whoever believes this simple 
truth of Scripture has eternal life. The Lord is gracious and righteous! 
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C:  When I was in great need, he saved me. 

L:  The Lord is my strength and my song; 

C:  He has become my salvation.  

THIS IS THE FEAST OF VICTORY 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

L: Let us pray. 

 The leader says the Prayer of the Day. 

C: Amen. 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The Word of God 

CHILDREN’S SERMON 

FIRST LESSON  Acts 4:32-37 1

32 All the believers were one in heart and mind. No one claimed that any of their 
possessions was their own, but they shared everything they had. 33 With great power the 
apostles continued to testify to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus. And God’s grace was 
so powerfully at work in them all 34 that there were no needy persons among them. For 
from time to time those who owned land or houses sold them, brought the money from 
the sales 35 and put it at the apostles’ feet, and it was distributed to anyone who had 
need. 

36 Joseph, a Levite from Cyprus, whom the apostles called Barnabas (which means “son 
of encouragement”), 37 sold a field he owned and brought the money and put it at the 
apostles’ feet.  

PSALM OF THE DAY Psalm 63 

Read responsively with the leader. 

L:   You, God, are my God, earnestly I seek you; 

C: I thirst for you, my whole being longs for you, in a dry land where there is no water. 

L: I have seen you in the sanctuary and beheld your power and your glory. 

C: Because your love is better than life, my lips will glorify you. 

L: I will praise you as long as I live, 

C: and in your name I will lift up my hands. 

L: I will be fully satisfied as with the richest of foods; 

C: with singing lips my mouth will praise you. 

 Throughout the season of Easter the first lesson is read from the book of Acts as a testimony to the impact 1

Christ’s resurrection had on the early church.
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L: On my bed I remember you; 

C: I think of you through the watches of the night. 

L: Because you are my help, I sing in the shadow of your wings. 

C: I cling to you; your right hand upholds me. 

L: Those who want to kill me will be destroyed; 

C: they will go down to the depths of the earth. 

L: They will be given over to the sword 

C: and become food for jackals. 

L: But the king will rejoice in God; all who swear by God will glory in him, 

C: while the mouths of liars will be silenced. 

SECOND LESSON                                                                                                               1 John 3:16-24 

16 This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his 
life for us. And we ought to lay down our lives for our brothers 
and sisters. 17 If anyone has material possessions and sees a 
brother or sister in need but has no pity on them, how can the 
love of God be in that person? 18 Dear children, let us not love 
with words or speech but with actions and in truth. 

19 This is how we know that we belong to the truth and how we set our hearts at rest in his 
presence: 20 If our hearts condemn us, we know that God is greater than our hearts, and 
he knows everything. 21 Dear friends, if our hearts do not condemn us, we have 
confidence before God 22 and receive from him anything we ask, because we keep his 
commands and do what pleases him. 23 And this is his command: to believe in the name 
of his Son, Jesus Christ, and to love one another as he commanded us. 24 The one who 
keeps God’s commands lives in him, and he in them. And this is how we know that he 
lives in us: We know it by the Spirit he gave us. 
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VERSE OF THE DAY    

 Cantor:  Refrain 

 All: Refrain 

 Cantor: Remain in me as I remain in you, says the Lord.  Whoever remains in me will   
  bear much fruit. 

 All: Refrain 

GOSPEL John 15:1-8 

 please stand 

1 “I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. 2 He cuts off every branch in me that 
bears no fruit, while every branch that does bear fruit he prunes so that it will be even 
more fruitful. 3 You are already clean because of the word I have spoken to you. 4 Remain 
in me, as I also remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it 
must remain in the vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless you 
remain in me. 

5 “I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and I 
in you, you will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do 
nothing. 6 If you do not remain in me, you are like a branch that 
is thrown away and withers; such branches are picked up, 
thrown into the fire and burned. 7 If you remain in me and my 
words remain in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done 
for you. 8 This is to my Father’s glory, that you bear much fruit, 
showing yourselves to be my disciples. 

C: Praise be to you, O Christ! 

HYMN OF THE DAY  At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing | 141  
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SERMON  1 John 3:16-24       2

NICENE CREED 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,  
 maker of heaven and earth, 
 of all that is, 
 seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,  
 eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,  
 begotten, not made,  

of one being with the Father. 
 Through him all things were made. 
 For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 
 was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, 
 and became fully human. 
 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 
 He suffered death and was buried. 
 On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.  
 He ascended into heaven 
 and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
 and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the Lord, the giver of life, 

 who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,  

 who has spoken through the prophets. 
 We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.  
 We believe in one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
 We look for the resurrection of the dead  
  and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 Vicar Andrew Westra is a third-year student at Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary in Mequon (Milwaukee), 2

Wisconsin.  He is currently serving his vicar (pastoral intern) year at Victory of the Lamb in Katy, TX.  We give 
thanks to Christ for this servant of the Word in our midst today! 
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Thanksgiving 

OFFERING 

The members of Christ Alone Lutheran Congregation have joined together to do the Lord’s work in this 
community and around the world.  Visitors need not feel obligated to participate in this offering which 
supports our ministry. 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

LORD’S PRAYER 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven,  
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come,  
 thy will be done 
 on earth as it is in heaven.  
 Give us this day our daily bread;  
 and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those  
 who trespass against us;  
 and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom 
 and the power and the glory  
 forever and ever. Amen.  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The Sacrament 

⎷ Christ Alone Lutheran Church practices close communion.  We ask that only members partake of the 
Sacrament.  

L: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

L: Lift up your hearts. 

C: We lift them up to the Lord. 

L: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C: It is good and right so to do. 

L: Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ!  In love he has blessed us with 
every spiritual blessing.  He raised Christ from the dead and seated him at his right hand 
in the heavenly realms and placed all things under his feet for the benefit of the Church.  
Now have come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God and the 
authority of his Christ.  To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and 
thanks and honor and glory forever and ever:  
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

L: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when 
he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: “Take 
and eat. This is my ✙ body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance 
of me.” 

 Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from 
it all of you; this is my ✙ blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for 
you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in 
remembrance of me.” 

 The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C: Amen. 
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LAMB OF GOD 

DISTRIBUTION   

Come forward at the direction of the ushers.  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LORD’S BLESSING 

L: Brother and sisters, go in peace.  Live in harmony with one another.     
Serve the Lord with gladness. 

 The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and ✙ give you peace. 

C: Amen. 

CLOSING HYMN      Christ Is With Me | 761 

Printed on next page. 

The following items are reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-718954 and CCLI license #11009776 
Alleluia.  Tune: © 2014 Melchior Vulpius by GIA Publications, Inc.  All rights reserved. 
Christ Is With Me:  © 1992 Gerald Patrick Coleman by Concordia Publishing House.  All rights reserved. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Welcome Visitors and Guests:  We are glad that you are with us this morning, and we 
pray that you will worship with us again soon.  God’s richest blessings to you!   

May 6 - 13: 
 Today  9:15AM Sunday School; Bible Class 
   10:30AM Worship with Holy Communion 
 Thursday 6:00PM Ascension Day Pig Roast  
 Sunday  9:15AM Sunday School; Bible Class 
   10:30AM Worship 

A Special Thanks to Vicar Andrew Westra for his proclamation of God’s Word among us 
today both in Bible study and worship.  May the Holy Spirit use it to keep us connected to 
Christ our Savior by faith!  We extend our Savior’s richest blessings to Vicar Westra as he 
returns to Katy to finish his vicar year and then to Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary in August 
to complete his pastoral studies.  This is a great reminder for each of us to do as our Savior 
wishes us to do:  “Ask the Lord of the harvest to send out workers into his harvest field!”  

Faithbuilders:  Our Faithbuilders class is for people interested in becoming members of 
Christ Alone, or for people just looking to build their faith through the study of the basic 
teachings of the Bible.  Classes will be held at our church’s office on the corner of Ray 
White and Heritage Trace Pkwy.  A new class will begin in the coming weeks—the week 
after Memorial Day. Pastor will be in touch. If you would like to attend or would like more 
information, contact Pastor Seager.  Free childcare is provided.  Everyone is welcome! 

Ascension Day Pig Roast is this Thursday, May 10th.  Yes!  Thursday!  Festivities start at 
6pm on our church property.  Be sure to sign (Signup Genius) to bring a side to pass.  
Meat and beer will be provided.  Please bring your own chairs and drinks.  The ascension 
took place 40 days after Jesus rose from the dead.  Jesus has gone to prepare a place for 
us.  That’s cause for celebration!  All are invited!  Bring a friend! 

Summer Canvassing:  We will again be canvassing homes this summer to tell our 
neighbors the good news of Jesus!  To prepare for this mission work we will be holding 
two evangelism Bible classes on May 13 & 20.  Come and learn.  Go and tell! 

The ’17-18 Bible Class and Sunday School Year will come to a close on Sunday, May 
20th.  Classes will resume in early September. 
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ABOUT CHRIST ALONE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Christ Alone Lutheran Church is a new Christian congregation, a mission plant of the third 
largest Lutheran church body in America.  Christ Alone congregation held its first service on 
January 10, 2010.  More recently, Christ Alone purchased 11 acres of land on Main St. in Keller.  
By God’s grace, Christ Alone Lutheran remains focused on our mission of reaching out with the 
good news of the Savior Jesus Christ who died on the cross to pay for all sins and rose again to 
give eternal life. 

Christ Alone Lutheran Church worships the Triune God – Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  We 
accept the Bible as God’s inspired and errorless word.  It is the only source of truth for life and 
for eternity. 

Christ Alone is dedicated to preaching the truth, that God has prepared a way to save sinners 
from eternal damnation by sending His Son, Jesus Christ.  By Jesus’ perfect life and innocent 
death, the sins of all people have been paid for in full.  Jesus’ resurrection is proof of this!  
Whoever believes (trusts) in Jesus has the forgiveness of sins, possesses eternal life now, and 
has a certain future with Jesus in heaven.  Believers in Jesus have been given the new life of 
faith by which they offer their lives in service to the Lord and all people. 

The mission of Christ Alone is to proclaim this eternal gospel (the good news), “that God was 
reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting men’s sins against them” (2 Corinthians 
5:19).  It is this gospel that gives our church its name:  Christ Alone Lutheran Church—He did it 
all! 

Office Location 

9500 Ray White Rd., Suite 200 
Fort Worth, TX 76244 

Worship Location 

Kay Granger Elementary School 
12771 Saratoga Springs Circle 

Fort Worth, TX 76244 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