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CHRIST ALONE LUTHERAN  | Fort Worth,TX 

May 20, 2018                The Day of Pentecost 

SERVICE NOTES:  THE FESTIVAL OF PENTECOST 

The Festival of Pentecost marks the close of the Easter Season.  The 
word pentecost (literally means “50”) was the Greek name for the 
Jewish Festival of Weeks which happened 50 days after Passover.  The 
Pentecost we celebrate today was the one that happened 50 days 
after Jesus died and rose again.  On Pentecost, the ascended Lord 
Jesus fulfilled his promise to baptize his disciples with the Holy Spirit.  

BEFORE WORSHIP 

As you prepare to worship your Lord today, spend a few quiet minutes in prayer before the 
service.  Review the lessons, the service nots, and pray this prayer: 

Holy Spirit, God and Lord, come to us this joyful day with your sevenfold gift of grace.  Rekindle 
in our hearts the holy fire of your love that in a true and living faith we may tell abroad the glory 
of our Savior, Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Father, one God, now and 
forever.  Amen.   

INFORMATION 

Restrooms are located across the hallway as you exit the gymnasium by the water foundations.   
A Mother’s Room is available for your use at any time during the service.  It’s located down the 
hallway to the right as you exit the gymnasium by the water fountains. 
Children’s Activity Sheets give activities and lesson pertaining to the Scripture lessons for the 
day.  Pick one up at the information table or speak to an usher.  

SERVICE PARTICIPANTS 

Rev. Paul M. Seager, pastor of Christ Alone 
Michele LaRocque, keyboardist 

9500 RAY WHITE RD. - SUITE 200, FORT WORTH, TX 76244  |  817-565-4427  | PAULMSEAGER@GMAIL.COM



DIVINE SERVICE II 

OPENING HYMN                                                                                       Holy Spirit, Light Divine | 183 

INVOCATION 

 please stand 

L(eader):  In the name of the Father and of the ✙ Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C(ongregation):  Amen. 

CONFESSION 

L: Dear friends, let us approach God with a true heart and confess our sins, asking him in 
the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to forgive us. 

C: Lord of life, I confess that I am by nature dead in sin.       
For faithless worrying and selfish pride,        
For sins of habit and sins of choice,        
For the evil I have done and the good I have failed to do,  
You should cast me away from your presence forever.  
O Lord, I am sorry for my sins. Forgive me, for Jesus’ sake. 

 ABSOLUTION  1

L: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. In his great mercy, God made us 
alive in Christ even when we were dead in our sins. Hear the word of Christ through his 
called servant:  

 I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

C: Amen. 

 The use of the keys is that special power and right which Christ gave to his church on earth:  to forgive 1

the sins of penitent sinners.  See John 20:21-23.
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KYRIE | LORD, HAVE MERCY  2

L: In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

 For the well-being of all people everywhere, that they may receive from you all they need 
to sustain body and life, hear our prayer, O Lord. 

C: Lord, have mercy. 

L: For the spread of your life-giving gospel throughout the world, that all who are lost in sin 
may be brought to faith in you, hear our prayer, O Christ. 

C: Christ, have mercy. 

L: For patience and perseverance in this life, that we may not lose the hope of heaven as 
we await your return, hear our prayer, O Lord. 

C: Lord, have mercy. 

L: Lord of life, live in us that we may live for you. 

C: Amen. 

 

 The word Kyrie is a Greek word from the phrase Kyrie eleison which means, “Lord, have mercy!”  This is 2

the most heartfelt cry of a believer to his Lord.  It is not a cry for forgiveness, but a cry for mercy that our 
Lord and King hear us and help us in our necessities and trouble.  Christians have been praying the Kyrie at 
Sunday worship for more than 1700 years (that’s why its name is Greek, the language most commonly 
spoken at the time).  This morning, may it also be our heartfelt cry to our Lord and King.
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THERE IS A BALM IN GILEAD  3

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

L: Let us pray. 

 The leader says the Prayer of the Day. 

C: Amen. 

Today’s song of praise is an African-American spiritual based on a reference to Jeremiah 8:22, where the 3

Lord speaks through the prophet to inquire, “Is there no balm in Gilead?  Is there no physician there?”  The 
song provides the answer:  the reviving work of the Holy Spirit makes the wounded whole and heals the 
sinsick soul.  Gilead, a mountainous country east of the Jordan River, was famous for the healing quality of 
the fragrant, transparent, pale yellow ointment made from the gum of a tree peculiar to that area.  The 
balm of Gilead was in demand far and wide, therefore, for it seemed to assist in healing bodily ailments.  
The Holy Spirit revives the soul by working faith in hearts through the healing message of forgiveness in 
Christ alone.
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The Word of God 

CHILDREN’S SERMON 

FIRST LESSON  Ezekiel 37:1-14 

1The hand of the Lord was on me, and he brought me out by the Spirit of the Lord and 
set me in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. 2 He led me back and forth among 
them, and I saw a great many bones on the floor of the valley, bones that were very dry. 
3 He asked me, “Son of man, can these bones live?” 

I said, “Sovereign Lord, you alone know.” 

4 Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones and say to them, ‘Dry bones, hear the 
word of the Lord! 5 This is what the Sovereign Lord says to these bones: I will make 
breath enter you, and you will come to life. 6 I will attach tendons to you and make flesh 
come upon you and cover you with skin; I will put breath in you, and you will come to life. 
Then you will know that I am the Lord.’” 

7 So I prophesied as I was commanded. And as I was prophesying, there was a noise, a 
rattling sound, and the bones came together, bone to bone. 8 I looked, and tendons and 
flesh appeared on them and skin covered them, but there was no breath in them. 

9 Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath; prophesy, son of man, and say to it, ‘This is 
what the Sovereign Lord says: Come, breath, from the four winds and breathe into these 
slain, that they may live.’” 10 So I prophesied as he commanded me, and breath entered 
them; they came to life and stood up on their feet—a vast army. 

11 Then he said to me: “Son of man, these bones are the people of Israel. They say, ‘Our 
bones are dried up and our hope is gone; we are cut off.’ 
12 Therefore prophesy and say to them: ‘This is what the 
Sovereign Lord says: My people, I am going to open your 
graves and bring you up from them; I will bring you back 
to the land of Israel. 13 Then you, my people, will know 
that I am the Lord, when I open your graves and bring 
you up from them. 14 I will put my Spirit in you and you 
will live, and I will settle you in your own land. Then you 
will know that I the Lord have spoken, and I have done it, 
declares the Lord.’” 
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PSALM OF THE DAY    Psalm 51 (selected verses)
 

  
SECOND LESSON Acts 2:1-21 

1 When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place. 2 Suddenly a 
sound like the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and filled the whole house 
where they were sitting. 3 They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and 
came to rest on each of them. 4 All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to 
speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them. 

5 Now there were staying in Jerusalem God-fearing 
Jews from every nation under heaven. 6 When they 
heard this sound, a crowd came together in 
bewilderment, because each one heard their own 
language being spoken. 7 Utterly amazed, they 
asked: “Aren’t all these who are speaking Galileans? 
8 Then how is it that each of us hears them in our 
native language? 9 Parthians, Medes and Elamites; 
residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, 
Pontus and Asia, 10 Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and 
the parts of Libya near Cyrene; visitors from Rome 
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11 (both Jews and converts to Judaism); Cretans and Arabs—we hear them declaring the 
wonders of God in our own tongues!” 12 Amazed and perplexed, they asked one 
another, “What does this mean?” 

13 Some, however, made fun of them and said, “They have had too much wine.” 

14 Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised his voice and addressed the crowd: 
“Fellow Jews and all of you who live in Jerusalem, let me explain this to you; listen 
carefully to what I say. 15 These people are not drunk, as you suppose. It’s only nine in the 
morning! 16 No, this is what was spoken by the prophet Joel: 

17 “‘In the last days, God says,         
 I will pour out my Spirit on all people.       
Your sons and daughters will prophesy,        
 your young men will see visions,        
 your old men will dream dreams. 

18 Even on my servants, both men and women,       
 I will pour out my Spirit in those days,        
 and they will prophesy. 

19 I will show wonders in the heavens above       
 and signs on the earth below,         
 blood and fire and billows of smoke. 

20 The sun will be turned to darkness        
 and the moon to blood          
 before the coming of the great and glorious day of the Lord. 

21 And everyone who calls         
 on the name of the Lord will be saved.’ 

�9



VERSE OF THE DAY                                                                                                               

GOSPEL John 15:26-27; 16:4b-11 

 please stand 

L: The Gospel according to John chapters 15 and 16. 

C: Glory be to you, O Lord. 

26 “When the Advocate comes, whom I will send to you from the Father—the Spirit of truth 
who goes out from the Father—he will testify about me. 27 And you also must testify, for 
you have been with me from the beginning. 

I did not tell you this from the beginning because I was with you, 5 but now I am going to 
him who sent me. None of you asks me, ‘Where are you going?’ 6 Rather, you are filled 
with grief because I have said these things. 7 But very truly I tell you, it is for your good 
that I am going away. Unless I go away, the Advocate will not come to you; but if I go, I 
will send him to you. 8 When he comes, he will prove the world to be in the wrong about 
sin and righteousness and judgment: 9 about sin, because people do not believe in me; 
10 about righteousness, because I am going to the Father, where you can see me no 
longer; 11 and about judgment, because the prince of this world now stands condemned. 

C: Praise be to you, O Christ! 
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HYMN OF THE DAY Come, Holy Ghost, Creator Blest  | 177 4

SERMON John 15:26-27; 16:4b-11 

The Holy Spirit’s Nickname Explains His Work 
1.  Of testifying 
2.  Of convicting 

 Written in 900 AD, this Latin hymn “Veni, Creator Spiritus” has been praised as the greatest Latin hymn 4

ever composed next to the “Te Deum Laudamus.”  It is most often ascribed to Rhabanus Maurus, 
Archbishop of Mainz.  The earliest use of this hymn was at Vespers during the week of Pentecost and it 
came to be used as Terce (9 a.m., the hour that the apostles received the Holy Spirit) in the late tenth 
century.  The singing of this hymn in medieval services was apparently done with great dignity, 
accompanied by the use of incense, lights, bells, and rich vestments.
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NICENE CREED  5

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,  
 maker of heaven and earth, 
 of all that is, 
 seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,  
 eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,  
 begotten, not made,  

of one being with the Father. 
 Through him all things were made. 
 For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 
 was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, 
 and became fully human. 
 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 
 He suffered death and was buried. 
 On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.  
 He ascended into heaven 
 and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
 and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the Lord, the giver of life, 

 who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,  

 who has spoken through the prophets. 
 We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.  
 We believe in one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
 We look for the resurrection of the dead  
  and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 be seated 

 Public confession is faith’s response to God’s saving Word.  Christians composed the Nicene Creed in the 5

fourth century to defend the Bible’s teaching that both Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit are true God, equal 
to the Father in one eternal, undivided Trinity.
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Thanksgiving 

OFFERING 

The members of Christ Alone Lutheran Congregation have joined together to do the Lord’s work in this 
community and around the world.  Visitors need not feel obligated to participate in this offering which 
supports our ministry. 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

LORD’S PRAYER 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven,  
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come,  
 thy will be done 
 on earth as it is in heaven.  
 Give us this day our daily bread;  
 and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those  
 who trespass against us;  
 and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom 
 and the power and the glory  
 forever and ever. Amen. 
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The Sacrament 

⎷ Christ Alone Lutheran Church practices close communion.  We ask that only members partake of the 
Sacrament.  

L: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

L: Lift up your hearts. 

C: We lift them up to the Lord. 

L: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C: It is good and right so to do. 

L: It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O 
Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who on 
this day poured out the promised Holy Spirit to testify to the truth and to remind his 
followers of everything he had said to them.  Therefore, with all the saints on earth and 
hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious song: 
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SANCTUS | HOLY, HOLY, HOLY   6

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

L: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given 
thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: “Take and eat. This is my ✙ body, 
which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

 Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it all of you; 
this is my ✙ blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of 
sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

 The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C: Amen. 

 Sanctus means “holy.”  Used possibly as early as the second century, this canticle was in wide use among 6

Christians in worship by the fourteenth.  Hosanna means “save.”  The people shouted “hosanna” as they 
received Jesus into Jerusalem on Palm Sunday.  Today we shout “hosanna” as we receive Christ’s true body 
and blood in the sacrament.  
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AGNUS DEI | LAMB OF GOD  7

DISTRIBUTION   

Come forward at the direction of the ushers.  

 Jesus is God’s Lamb (Agnus Dei), who was offered as a sacrifice for sin once for all.7
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LORD’S BLESSING 

L: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and ✙ give you peace. 

C: Amen. 

CLOSING HYMN                                                                      From Greenland’s Icy Mountains  | 571 8

 This amazingly popular hymn was composed in twenty minutes for a special Pentecost service in 1819 at 8

Wrexham, England.  The author, Reginal Heber, was urged by the vicar of Wrexham to write something for 
the morning’s service.  Since the vicar was also his father-in-law, Heber agreed, and composed this 
Pentecost hymn that has lasted generations.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Welcome Visitors and Guests:  We are glad that you are with us this morning, and we 
pray that you will worship with us again soon.  God’s richest blessings to you!   

May 20 - 27: 
 Today  9:15AM Sunday School; Bible Class 
   10:30AM Worship with Holy Communion  
 Sunday  9:15AM Evangelism Canvassing Training 
   10:30AM Worship 

Faithbuilders:  Our Faithbuilders class is for people interested in becoming members of 
Christ Alone, or for people just looking to build their faith through the study of the basic 
teachings of the Bible.  Classes will be held at our church’s office on the corner of Ray 
White and Heritage Trace Pkwy.  A new class will begin on Tuesday, May 29th @ 7pm. If you 
would like to attend or would like more information, contact Pastor Seager.  Free childcare 
is provided.  Everyone is welcome! 

Summer Canvassing:  We will again be canvassing homes this summer to tell our 
neighbors the good news of Jesus!  To prepare for this mission work we will be holding 
evangelism canvassing training classes—May 27th and June 4rd.  Come and learn.  Go and 
tell! 

The ’17-18 Bible Class and Sunday School Year will come to a close today.  Classes will 
resume in early September. 

Camp Shiloh Youth Camps are available for your children of a variety of ages.  These camps 
are a great way to enjoy fun with children as the same faith as our own.  It’s also a great way to 
grow in God’s Word together.  Go to campshilohretreat.org. 

Heroes Celebrity Baseball Game:  This year we again have the opportunity for some great 
fellowship with church friends and family at the Heroes Celebrity Baseball Game held at the 
minor league ball park in Frisco.  Tickets are free for church members and guests!  The game is 
Friday, June 8th.  Please see Travis Thowe and request your tickets today!     
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ABOUT CHRIST ALONE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Christ Alone Lutheran Church is a new Christian congregation, a mission plant of the third 
largest Lutheran church body in America.  Christ Alone congregation held its first service on 
January 10, 2010.  More recently, Christ Alone purchased 11 acres of land on Main St. in Keller.  
By God’s grace, Christ Alone Lutheran remains focused on our mission of reaching out with the 
good news of the Savior Jesus Christ who died on the cross to pay for all sins and rose again to 
give eternal life. 

Christ Alone Lutheran Church worships the Triune God – Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  We 
accept the Bible as God’s inspired and errorless word.  It is the only source of truth for life and 
for eternity. 

Christ Alone is dedicated to preaching the truth, that God has prepared a way to save sinners 
from eternal damnation by sending His Son, Jesus Christ.  By Jesus’ perfect life and innocent 
death, the sins of all people have been paid for in full.  Jesus’ resurrection is proof of this!  
Whoever believes (trusts) in Jesus has the forgiveness of sins, possesses eternal life now, and 
has a certain future with Jesus in heaven.  Believers in Jesus have been given the new life of 
faith by which they offer their lives in service to the Lord and all people. 

The mission of Christ Alone is to proclaim this eternal gospel (the good news), “that God was 
reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting men’s sins against them” (2 Corinthians 
5:19).  It is this gospel that gives our church its name:  Christ Alone Lutheran Church—He did it 
all! 

Office Location 

9500 Ray White Rd., Suite 200 
Fort Worth, TX 76244 

Worship Location 

Kay Granger Elementary School 
12771 Saratoga Springs Circle 

Fort Worth, TX 76244 

�20


