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SERVICE NOTES — ADVENT 
Advent is a Latin word that means “coming.”  The season of Advent is the four week period 

before Christmas that the Church uses to remember the “coming” of the Christ.   
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CHRIST ALONE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
He Did It All!

 
Pastor Paul Seager 

 Church Office:     817-565-4427 
 Home Phone:    817-488-2908 
 Email:  paulmseager@gmail.com

 
Those Who Serve 

Keyboard:  Michele LaRocque 
 
 

 

 
 

elcome! Thank you for joining us for worship this morning.  In our service we gather 
before our almighty God to offer him our worship and praise.  We also gather to 
strengthen ourselves through the study of God’s holy and powerful word.  Please 

take a moment to sign our guest register as you leave this morning.   
 

 A Staffed Nursery is available for your use at any time during the service.  It is located 

down the hallway to the right as you exit the gymnasium by the water fountains. 

 A Cry-Room area is available if your little ones need a moment.  Simply use the hallway 

located out the gymnasium doors by the water fountains. 

 Restrooms are located in the hallway as you exit the gymnasium by the water fountains. 

     

W 
DECEMBER 04, 2016 ADVENT 2 

TODAY’S THEME: 

PREPARE THE WAY FOR THE LORD’S 

SALVATION 
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THE GATHERING RITE:1 

 

 

 
Choir:  Refrain 

All:  Refrain 

Choir:    Come, O come, O come, Emmanuel.  Come with us on earth here to dwell. 

All:  Refrain  

Cantor:  Rouse us from sleep, wake us from our slumber, banish the darkness of night. 

All:  Refrain 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
1 Normally, no hymn of praise is sung during Advent and Lent.  This practice accentuates the solemn and 
penitential nature of these seasons.  This Advent the Gloria is replace by the gathering rites for the 
season. 
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GREETING: 
L(eader): In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

 

L: The grace of our Lord + Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the 

Holy Spirit be with you. 

 

CONFESSION OF SINS 
L: God invites us to come into his presence and worship him with humble and penitent 

hearts.  Therefore, let us acknowledge our sinfulness and ask him to forgive us. 

C: Holy and Merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful, and that I have 

disobeyed you in my thoughts, words and actions.  I have done what is evil and 

failed to do what is good.  For this I deserve your punishment both now and in 

eternity.  But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I 

pray:  Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

L: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be 

the atoning sacrifice for our sins.  Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his 

authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of 

the Holy Spirit.   

C: Amen. 
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LORD, HAVE MERCY 

Kyrie 
 

L: Lord Jesus, you came to gather the nations into the peace of God’s kingdom.  Lord, 

have mercy. 

  

L: You come in Word and Sacrament to strengthen us in holiness.  Christ, have mercy. 

  

L: You will come in glory with salvation for your people.  Lord, have mercy. 

  

L: May almighty God have mercy on us, forgive our sins, and bring us to everlasting 

life.  Amen. 

 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

L: Let us pray. 

The leader says the Prayer of the Day. 

C: Amen. 

 

 

Christ, 
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 THE WORD OF GOD 

THE CHILDREN’S SERMON 

FIRST LESSON:  MALACHI 3:1-7B 
1 "See, I will send my messenger, who will prepare the way before me. Then suddenly the 

Lord you are seeking will come to his temple; the messenger of the covenant, whom you desire, 

will come," says the LORD Almighty.  

 2 But who can endure the day of his coming? Who can stand when he appears? For he will 

be like a refiner's fire or a launderer's soap. 3 He will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver; he will 

purify the Levites and refine them like gold and silver. Then the LORD will have men who will 

bring offerings in righteousness, 4 and the offerings of Judah and Jerusalem will be acceptable to 

the LORD, as in days gone by, as in former years. 

5 So I will come near to you for judgment.  I will be quick to testify against sorcerers, 

adulterers and perjurers, against those who defraud laborers of their wages, who oppress the 

widows and the fatherless, and deprive aliens of justice, but do not fear me,” says the LORD. 

6 “I the LORD do not change.  So you, O descendants of Jacob, are not destroyed.  7 Ever 

since the time of your forefathers you have turned away from my decrees and have not kept 

them.  Return to me, and I will return to you,” says the LORD Almighty. 

THE LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 
The Advent Wreath is a combination of two very common symbols:  light and the fir tree.  From the 

early centuries of Christianity it has been the practice to represent Christ by a burning candle.  The fir 

tree has a long history of religious use.  No doubt the Advent Wreath was suggested by the Christmas 

tree. 

It seems that the Advent Wreath originated a few hundred years ago among Lutherans of eastern 

Germany.  A wreath of evergreens, made in various sizes, was either suspended from the ceiling or 

placed on a table.  Four candles representing the four Sundays of Advent were fastened to the wreath. 

Eventually the use of the Advent Wreath became wide spread and moved also from the home into the 

church.  The general symbolism of the Advent Wreath lies in the growing light of the wreath, 

increasing each week as we approach the birthday of Jesus, the Light of the world. 
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HYMN:  #702, Prepare the Royal Highway 
Congregation sings during lighting of Advent wreath. 
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SECOND LESSON:  PHILIPPIANS 1:3-11 

 3 I thank my God every time I remember you. 4 In all my prayers for all of you, I always pray 

with joy 5 because of your partnership in the gospel from the first day until now, 6 being 

confident of this, that he who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the 

day of Christ Jesus. 

7 It is right for me to feel this way about all of you, since I have you in my heart and, whether 

I am in chains or defending and confirming the gospel, all of you share in God’s grace with me. 
8 God can testify how I long for all of you with the affection of Christ Jesus. 

9 And this is my prayer: that your love may abound more and more in knowledge and depth 

of insight, 10 so that you may be able to discern what is best and may be pure and blameless for 

the day of Christ, 11 filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ—to the 

glory and praise of God. 

THE VERSE OF THE DAY 
Alleluia!  Prepare the way for the Lord, make straight his paths for him.  All mankind will see 

God’s salvation.  Alleluia. —Luke 3:4, 6 

GOSPEL:  LUKE 3:1-6 
 1In the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar—when Pontius Pilate was governor of 

Judea, Herod tetrarch of Galilee, his brother Philip tetrarch of Iturea and Traconitis, and Lysanias 

tetrarch of Abilene— 2during the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came 

to John son of Zechariah in the desert. 3He went into all the country around the Jordan, 

preaching a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 4As is written in the book of the 

words of Isaiah the prophet:  

   "A voice of one calling in the desert,  

   'Prepare the way for the Lord, make straight paths for him.  

 5Every valley shall be filled in, every mountain and hill made low.  

   The crooked roads shall become straight, the rough ways smooth.  

 6And all mankind will see God's salvation.' " 

C:  Praise be to you, O Christ! 

THE HYMN OF THE DAY:  #16, On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry 
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THE SERMON:          
The Church Is an Affectionate People  

1. Because of our enduring partnership 
2. By wanting what’s best for each other    

 
Philippians 1:3-11 

 

THE MAGNIFICAT:2 
 
 Refrain 

 

Cantor:  Refrain 

All:  Refrain 

Cantor:  For he has favored his lowly one, and all shall call me blessed.             

 The almighty has done great things for me, and holy is his name.  Refrain 

Cantor:  He favors those who fear his name, in every generation.             

 He has shown the might and strength of his arm, and scattered the proud of 

 heart.  Refrain 

Cantor:  He has cast the mighty from their thrones, and lifted up the lowly.            

 He has filled the hungry with all good gifts, and sent the rich away.  Refrain 

Cantor:  He has helped his servant Israel, remembering his mercy.             

 He promised his mercy to Abraham and his children forevermore.  Refrain 

                                                           
2The Magnificat is the title given to Mary’s song recorded in Luke 1:46-55.  The title is based on the first 
word of this song in the Latin, “magnificat anima mea Dominum,” or my soul magnifies the Lord. 
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THANKSGIVING 

THE OFFERING: 
The members of Christ Alone Lutheran Congregation have joined together to do the Lord's 

work in this community and around the world.  Visitors need not feel obligated to participate 

in this offering which supports our ministry. 

THE PRAYER OF THE CHURCH:  
When the pastor says, “Lord, in your mercy,” the congregation prays, “Hear our prayer.” 

THE LORD’S PRAYER: 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,   

 thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.   

 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive 

 those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

 from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and              

 the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 
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THE SACRAMENT 

Christ Alone Lutheran Church practices “close” communion.  We ask that only members 

partake of the Sacrament. 

L: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

L: Lift up your hearts. 

C: We lift them up to the Lord. 

L: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C: It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

L: Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ!  In love he has blessed us with 

every spiritual blessing.  Through his holy prophets, he promised a King to bring light 

to those living in darkness and in the shadow of death. Now have come the 

salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God and the authority of his Christ.  

To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and thanks and honor and 

glory forever and ever.  
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 
Sanctus 

 

 

THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION:   
L: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and 

when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, 

saying:  “Take and eat. This is my body, which is given for you. Do this 

in remembrance of me.”  

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink 

from it all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is 

poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you 

drink it, in remembrance of me.” 
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The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C: Amen. 

O CHRIST, LAMB OF GOD 
 Agnus Dei 
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THE DISTRIBUTION: 

SONG OF DEPARTURE:  #80,  Angels from the Realms of Glory, vv. 1 & 4 

THE LORD’S BLESSING 
L: Brothers and sisters, go in peace.  Live in harmony with one another.  Serve the Lord 

with gladness. 

 The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 

C: Amen.     

 
 

 

+ + +  
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The following items are reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-712885 and CCLI license #3164208 

Lead Us To Your Light. Text and tune: © 1987 David Haas by GIA Publications, Inc.  All rights reserved. 
Prepare the Royal Highway.  Text:  © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship by Augsburg Fortress.  Tune:  © 2006 Kermit Moldenhauer.  All 
rights reserved.  
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Announcements 
Welcome Visitors and Guests:  We are glad that you are with us this morning, and we pray that you 

will worship with us again soon.  God’s richest blessings to you!   

December 4 -11: 
 Today  9:15AM  Sunday School; Bible Class 
   10:30AM Worship with Holy Communion  
 Wednesday 5:45PM  Confirmation 
   7:00PM  Council of Ministry 
 Sunday  9:15AM  Sunday School; Bible Class    
   10:30AM Worship  
            
Faithbuilders Class:  Our Faithbuilders class is for people interested in becoming members of Christ 

Alone, or for people just looking to build their faith through the study of the basic teachings of the 

Bible.  A new class will begin soon!  If you would like to attend, contact Pastor Seager.  Free childcare 

is available. 

Congregational Canvass:  We’ll gather at Kay Granger on December 13th at 5:00pm to canvass 

the area for our Christmas Eve service.  Canvassing will last one hour.  No talking is required.  

Kids are welcome. 

Poinsettias for Christmas:  Sign up to purchase a poinsettia for Christmas Eve; it will beautify 

our worship space.   Sign up through the Signup Genius send by Lisa Bartels.  The poinsettia will 

be yours to take on Christmas Eve.  Thank you! 

Christmas Eve:  Our big outreach at Christ Alone during the Christmas season is our Christmas 

Eve Candlelight service held on December 24th at 7pm here at Kay Granger.  Consider this an 

opportunity in your personal outreach and witness.  Please pray that the Lord would bring many 

more people to hear his saving Christmas message.  
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THE TWELVE DAYS OF CHRISTMAS 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 24TH, AT 7:00PM 
Christmas Eve Candlelight             

Come and hear the story of God’s greatest gift to you.  This Christmas join us to remember the 

night when God changed the world by sending his Son as our Savior.  Our worship will feature 

and inspiring message, favorite Christmas carols, and a place to connect with Jesus, God’s 

greatest gift for you.  A Savior has been born to you, he is Christ the Lord! 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 25TH, AT 10:30AM 
The Festival of the Nativity of Our Lord                

Join us to celebrate the incarnation of the Son of God.  The Church across the world remembers 

the gift of God the Father when he sent his Son to take on flesh and blood.  We will marvel at 

the mystery that is Immanuel, God with us. 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 1ST, AT 10:30AM 
The Festival of the Name of Jesus            

Come and join us as we celebrate the naming of Jesus at his circumcision eight days after his 

birth, in keeping with God’s law.  We’ll celebrate the name, Jesus, which means “savior.”  

SUNDAY, JANUARY 8TH, AT 10:30AM 
The Festival of the Epiphany of Our Lord            

The Twelve Days of Christmas end with the festival of Epiphany.  On this day we remember how 

God guided Gentiles to their Savior with a special star.  While Epiphany formally fall on January 

6th, we will observe it on Sunday, January 8, 2017. 

 

           

 

 

 



17 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



18 
 

ABOUT CHRIST ALONE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Christ Alone Lutheran Church is a new Christian congregation, a mission plant of the third 

largest Lutheran church body in America.  Christ Alone congregation held its first service on 

January 10, 2010.  More recently, Christ Alone purchased 11 acres of land on Main St. in Keller.  

By God’s grace, Christ Alone Lutheran remains focused on our mission of reaching out with the 

good news of the Savior Jesus Christ who died on the cross to pay for all sins and rose again to 

give eternal life. 

Christ Alone Lutheran Church worships the Triune God – Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  We 

accept the Bible as God’s inspired and errorless word.  It is the only source of truth for life and 

for eternity. 

Christ Alone is dedicated to preaching the truth, that God has prepared a way to save 

sinners from eternal damnation by sending His Son, Jesus Christ.  By Jesus’ perfect life and 

innocent death, the sins of all people have been paid for in full.  Jesus’ resurrection is proof of 

this!  Whoever believes (trusts) in Jesus has the forgiveness of sins, possesses eternal life now, 

and has a certain future with Jesus in heaven.  Believers in Jesus have been given the new life of 

faith by which they offer their lives in service to the Lord and all people. 

The mission of Christ Alone is to proclaim this eternal gospel (the good news), “that God 

was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting men’s sins against them” (2 

Corinthians 5:19).  It is this gospel that gives our church its name:  Christ Alone Lutheran 

Church—He did it all! 

 

OFFICE LOCATION 

9500 Ray White Rd., Suite 200 
Fort Worth, TX 76244 

 

WORSHIP LOCATION 

Kay Granger Elementary School 
12771 Saratoga Springs Circle 

Fort Worth, TX 76244 

 

                                        
 

 

 

 


