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December 24, 2018         The Festival of the Nativity of Our Lord 

WELCOME 

We are glad that you have joined us to celebrate the birth of the Christ-child.  Our service is 
printed for you in its entirety in this program.  If you need anything, please speak to an usher at 
the rear of the worship space.  

BEFORE WORSHIP 

As you prepare to worship your Lord today, spend a few quiet minutes in prayer before the 
service.  Review the lessons, the service notes, and pray this prayer: 

Almighty God, you made this holy night shine with the brightness of the true light.  Grant that 
as we have known on earth the wonder of that light, we may also behold him in all glory in the 
life to come; through your only Son our Lord, who reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever.  Amen.  

INFORMATION 

Restrooms are located across the hallway as you exit the gymnasium by the water foundations.   
A Mother’s Room is available for your use at any time during the service.  It’s located down the 
hallway to the right as you exit the gymnasium by the water fountains. 
Children’s Activity Sheets give activities and lesson pertaining to the Scripture lessons for the 
day.  Pick one up at the information table or speak to an usher.  

SERVICE PARTICIPANTS 

Rev. Paul M. Seager, pastor of Christ Alone 
Michele LaRocque, keyboardist 
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AN ORDER FOR CHRISTMAS EVE 

OPENING PROCESSION 

At the ringing of the bell, please stand and face the processional group in the back of the worship space.  
As the cross is carried through the assembly, turn and face the front. 

OPENING HYMN  Oh, Come, All Ye Faithful | 55 
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CALL TO WORSHIP 

L(eader): In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C(ongregation):  Amen. 

L: The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light. 

C: The light shines in the darkness, but the darkness has not understood it. 

L: Those who dwelt in the land of deep darkness, on them a light has shined. 

C: We have seen the glory of  Christ, the glory of the only Son of the Father, full of grace 
and truth. 

L: For to us a child is born, to us a Son is given. 

C: In him was life, and that life was the light of men. 

L: O loving God, You once caused this holy night to shine with the brightness of the true 
Light.  Turn our thoughts toward Bethlehem and the Christ-child.  May the words of 
Scripture we hear tonight remind us again that the old story is ever so new.  May the 
carols we sing tonight reveal to us again the mystery of his birth.  May the candles we see 
tonight symbolize for us your Son as the Light of the world.  May all who have known that 
Light on earth come to the full measure of its joys in heaven. 

C: Help us, O Lord, in our worship this night.  Amen. 
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CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION  

L: Let us confess our sins to God. 

C: O Lord, by right, we should have nothing to sing about.  We do not deserve your love.  
Our hearts are filled with love for you, but we confess we have often loved others more 
than you.  Our eyes behold your glory, but we confess we have lusted for what you 
forbid.  Our lips praise you, but we confess we have spoken evil again and again.  Our 
sins have only gained us trouble.  They have not given us the happiness they promised. 

A moment of silence to reflect on our sins. 

L: O Lord, remind us that Christ came into the world to free us from the guilt of sin.  
Proclaim to us that his life and death cover our sins.  Hear our prayer as we cry to you: 

C: Forgive us, dear Father! 

L: Glory to God in the highest!  In love that astounds us, the eternal God sent his one and 
only Son to live among us, to obey as we could not, and to suffer what we deserved.  In 
Christ there is indeed peace on earth.  In him God extends his good will to all people.  
Because of Christ and by his authority, I say to you what God says:  In Christ your sins are 
forgiven!   

C: Glory to God in the highest!  Amen. 
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SONG OF PRAISE What Child Is This?
 

GOTOCHRISTALONE.COM



PRAYER OF THE DAY 

M: Let us pray. 

 The leader says the Prayer of the Day. 

C: Amen. 

The Story of God’s Love at Christmas 

ISAIAH 9:2-7 

2 The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; on those living in the land of 
deep darkness a light has dawned. 3 You have enlarged the nation and increased their 
joy; they rejoice before you as people rejoice at the harvest, as warriors rejoice when 
dividing the plunder. 4 For as in the day of Midian’s defeat, you have shattered the yoke 
that burdens them, the bar across their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor. 5 Every 
warrior’s boot used in battle and every garment rolled in blood will be destined for 
burning, will be fuel for the fire. 6 For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the 
government will be on his shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty 
God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 7 Of the greatness of his government and peace 
there will be no end. He will reign on David’s throne and over his kingdom, establishing 
and upholding it with justice and righteousness from that time on and forever. The zeal of 
the Lord Almighty will accomplish this. 
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PSALM 96 Today Is Born our Savior
 

Choir: Refrain 

All:  Refrain 

Choir: O sing to the Lord, a new song; O sing to the Lord, all you lands,  O sing to the Lord,   
 and bless God’s name, and bless God’s name.   

All:  Refrain 

Choir:  Announce his salvation each day, his glory among all the nations; among all peoples   
 his wondrous deeds, his wondrous deeds.   

All:  Refrain 

Choir: Let heaven and earth rejoice; let seas and what fills them resound; let plains be joyful    
 and all there in, the trees of the forest exult.   

All:  Refrain 

Choir: Exult in the Lord, who comes, who comes to rule the earth, to rule the world with   
 justice, the nations with truth.   

All:  Refrain  
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TITUS 2:11-14 

11 For the grace of God has appeared that offers salvation to all people. 12 It teaches us to 
say “No” to ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright and 
godly lives in this present age, 13 while we wait for the blessed hope—the appearing of 
the glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ, 14 who gave himself for us to redeem 
us from all wickedness and to purify for himself a people that are his very own, eager to 
do what is good. 

SONG BY SUNDAY CHILDREN Joy to the World 

The children sing vv. 1 & 4.  The congregation sings vv. 2 & 3. 
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LUKE 2:1-20 

1 In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken of the 
entire Roman world. 2 (This was the first census that took place while Quirinius was 
governor of Syria.) 3 And everyone went to their own town to register.  

4 So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem 
the town of David, because he belonged to the house and line of David. 5 He went there 
to register with Mary, who was pledged to be married to him and was expecting a child. 6 
While they were there, the time came for the baby to be born, 7 and she gave birth to her 
firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a manger, because there 
was no guest room available for them.  

8 And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their 
flocks at night. 9 An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone 
around them, and they were terrified. 10 But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I 
bring you good news that will cause great joy for all the people. 11 Today in the town of 
David a Savior has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord. 12 This will be a sign to 
you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.”  

13 Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God 
and saying, 14 “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace to those on 
whom his favor rests.”  

15 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one 
another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has 
told us about.”  

16 So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in the 
manger. 17 When they had seen him, they sprea d the word concerning what had been 
told them about this child, 18 and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds 
said to them. 19 But Mary treasured up all these things and pondered them in her heart. 20 
The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things they had heard 
and seen, which were just as they had been told. 
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CONGREGATIONAL HYMN  Hark the Herald Angels Sing  1

 Charles Wesley was the younger brother of Anglican clergyman, John Wesley.  Whereas John stuck 1

largely to theology (and is generally regarded as being the founder of the Methodist movement), Charles 
stuck primarily to hymn writing.  He penned “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”, which was first printed in 
Hymns and Sacred Poems in 1739.  It quickly became extremely popular.  The tune associated with “Hark! 
The Herald Angels Sing” is titled MENDELSSOHN.  It comes from the second chorus of Felix 
Mendelssohn’s Festgasang an die Kunstler, written in 1840 to celebrate the 400th anniversary of Johannes 
Gutenberg’s invention of the moveable type.  Mendelssohn did not think the tune appropriate for sacred 
text.  He wrote that it was too “soldier-like” to convey Scriptural truth.  Nevertheless, in 1855 Dr. William H. 
Cummings adapted the tune MENDELSSOHN to fit Wesley’s text.  The result is arguably the most popular 
Christmas hymn of all time.
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CHRISTMAS MESSAGE Luke 2:1-20 

A Light in the Darkness 

OFFERING 

The members of Christ Alone Lutheran Congregation have joined together to do the Lord’s work in this 
community and around the world.  Visitors need not feel obligated to participate in this offering which 
supports our ministry. 

THE OFFERTORY 

LIGHTING OF THE CANDLES 

During the offering an usher will come to your row of chairs and light the candle nearest the center aisle.  
Please then light the candle next to you until all the candles are lit in the row.  When all the candles are lit, 
the lights will be dimmed.  Remember to tip the unlit candle and leave the lit candle vertical. 

PEACE CAME TO EARTH 

Sung by the Ladies’ Choir. 

  Peace came to earth at last that chosen night 
  When angels clove the sky with song and light  
  And God embodied love and sheathed his might  
  Who could but gasp:  Immanuel!  Who could but sing:  Immanuel! 

  And who could be the same for having held 
  The infant in their arms and later felt 
  The wounded hands and side, all doubts dispelled 
  Who could but sigh:  Immanuel!  Who could but shout:  Immanuel! 

  How else could I have known you, O my God! 
  How else could I have loved you, O my God! 
  How else could I embrace you, O my God! 
  Who could but pray:  Immanuel!  Who could but praise:  Immanuel! 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 Throughout the prayer, when the leader says, “Lord, in your mercy…” the congregation responds by saying, 
“Hear our prayer!” 

LORD’S PRAYER 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven,  
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come,  
 thy will be done 
 on earth as it is in heaven.  
 Give us this day our daily bread;  
 and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those  
 who trespass against us;  
 and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom 
 and the power and the glory  
 forever and ever. Amen. 

LORD’S BLESSING 

L: The almighty and merciful God, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless you now 
and forever. 

C: Amen. 
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CONGREGATIONAL HYMN                  Silent Night! Holy Night!  2

“Silent Night”is undoubtedly the most beloved of all the “cradle carols,” those quieter Christmas hymns 2

which remind one of a song a new mother might sing to her infant.  It was written in 1818 by Joseph Mohr, 
assistant priest in St. Nikolaus Church in Oberndorf, a small village in Upper Austria.  It is believed that 
Mohr began writing the hymn late the evening of December 23rd.  He had been summoned to the home of 
a humble woodcutter to baptize a baby that had recently been born.  On his way home, he contrasted that 
scene with the birth of Christ in a humble stall.  The thought inspired him to write the poem Stille Nacht, 
which he finished about 4:00am.  After a few hours of sleep, Mohr rose and took the poem to the office of 
Franz Gruber, who was both Mohr’s best friend and organist at St. Nikolaus, and asked him to set the poem 
to music for use in that evening’s Christmas Eve service.  Within in a few hours, Gruber had sketched in a 
melody and simply harmony.  Since the organ at St. Nikolaus was broken, Guber’s arrangement was for 
guitar.  The tune quickly spread over Germany and Austria.  A touring family of singers, the Raniers, sang it 
for the Emperor of Austria, the Czar of Russia, Queen Victoria of England, Napoleon III, and in 1839 
presented it in New York City before the Alexander Hamilton memorial.  All this came from a simple poem 
and guitar tune that were written in about twelve hours on Christmas Eve.

GOTOCHRISTALONE.COM



ANNOUNCEMENTS
Christmas Eve Gathering and Greeting will take please immediately after worship this 
evening.   Refreshments and drinks will be served.  Please stay and enjoy!  A most blessed 
Christmas to all of you! 

A New Faithbuilders Class begins January 20, 2019:  Our Faithbuilders class is for people 
interested in becoming members of Christ Alone, or for people just looking to build their faith 
through the study of the basic teachings of the Bible.  Classes will be held on Tuesday evenings 
at 7pm at our church’s office on the corner of Ray White and Heritage Trace Pkwy.  If you would 
like to attend or would like more information, contact Pastor Seager.  Free childcare is 
provided.  Everyone is welcome!  
Christmas Worship Schedule: 

 December 30th  10:30AM  First Sunday after Christmas 

There will be no Sunday School/Bible Class on December 30th.  Sunday School/Bible Class will resume 
January 6th. 

The following items are reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-718954 and CCLI license #11009776 
Psalm 96 –Today Is Born Our Savior.  Text and tune:  © James Chepponis by GIA Publications, Inc.  All rights reserved. 
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