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BEFORE WORSHIP 

As you prepare to worship your Lord today, spend a few quiet minutes in prayer before the 

service.  Review the lessons, the service notes and pray this prayer: 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Lord Jesus, King of glory, on this day you ascended far above the heavens and at God’s right 

hand you rule the nations.  Leave us not alone, we pray, but grant us the Spirit of truth that 

at your command and by your power we may be your witnesses in all the world; for you live 

and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

SERVICE NOTES FOR THE FESTIVAL OF THE ASCENSION OF OUR LORD 
Forty day ago, the darkness of Lent was dispelled by the light of Easter.  For forty days, the 

Church has cried, “Christ is risen!  He is risen indeed!”  But forty days after Jesus rose from 

the dead, he departed from his disciples and was enthroned in glory in heaven.  From 

heaven he rules all things as our Lord and King.  Today we celebrate the day he ascended 

(“went up”) to glory.  But he promised not to leave his disciples alone.  He promised to send 

them the Holy Spirit.  They waited ten more days, and then on the Festival of Pentecost 

(“fiftieth day”) they saw Jesus’ promise made good.  Next Sunday, we will celebrate the 50th 

day, the day of Pentecost. 

FOR THE CHILDREN 
 
A Staffed Nursery is available for your use at any time during the service.  It is located down 
the hallway to the right as you exit the gymnasium by the water fountains. 
 
A Cry-Room area is available if your little ones need a moment.  Simply use the hallway 

located out the gymnasium doors by the water fountains. 

Children’s Activity Sheets give activities and lessons pertaining to the Scripture lessons for 

the day.  Ask an usher near the table as you enter the worship space. 
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CHRIST ALONE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
He Did It All!

 

Pastor Paul Seager 

 Church Office:     817-565-4427 
 Home Phone:    817-488-2908 
 Email:  paulmseager@gmail.com 

 

Those Who Serve 

Keyboard:  Michele LaRocque 
 
 
 

 

 
 

elcome! Thank you for joining us for worship this morning.  In our service we gather 
before our almighty God to offer him our worship and praise.  We also gather to 
strengthen ourselves through the study of God’s holy and powerful word.  Please take 

a moment to sign our guest register as you leave this morning.   
 

 Restrooms are located across the hallway as you exit the gymnasium by the water 
fountains. 
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SERVICE OF THE WORD 

THE PROCESSION:   
At the pastor’s invitation, please stand and face the processional cross in the back of the 

worship space.  As the cross is carried through the assembly, turn to follow the cross. 

OPENING HYMN:  #341, Crown Him with Many Crowns 
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INVOCATION 

L(eader):    In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C(ongregation):   Amen. 

A DIALOGUE FOR THE ASCENSION OF OUR LORD 

L: Christ is risen! 

C: He is risen indeed! 

L: God has ascended amid shouts of joy! 

C: Let us sing for joy to the Lord; let us shout aloud to the Rock of our salvation.  Let 

us come before him with thanksgiving and extol him with music and song. 

L: “Why do you stand here looking into the sky?  This same Jesus, who has been taken 

from you into heaven, will come back in the same way you have seen him go into 

heaven.” 

C: We believe and are sure that he is the Christ, the Son of the living God. 

L: God raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly 

realms, far above all rule and authority, power and dominion, and every title that 

can be given, not only in the present age but also in the one to come.  And God 

placed all things under his feet and appointed him to be head over everything for 

the church. 

C: At the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under 

the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God 

the Father. 
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CONFESSION OF SINS 

L: Upon the hill the cross now stands empty.  Morning light breaks upon the tomb.  As 

we come before our God and King, let us confess our sins. 

C: Lord God, I humbly come before you.  I confess that I am sinful in thought, word, 

and deed.  I daily fail to do what you command, and continually do what you  

forbid.  Lord, I am sorry for my sins.  I believe that for the sake of my Lord Jesus 

Christ, you will have mercy on me. 

L: Upon this your sincere confession, by Christ’s command and authority, I assure you 

that your sins are all forgiven.  The vacant cross and the empty grave are God’s signs 

to you that he has accepted the sacrifice of his one and only Son.  Whoever believes 

this simple truth of Scripture has eternal life.  The Lord is gracious and righteous! 

C: When I was in great need, he saved me. 

L: The Lord is my strength and my song; 

C: He has become my salvation. 

HYMN:  #169, Alleluia! Sing to Jesus 
Alleluia! sing to Jesus! His the scepter, His the throne.                  

Alleluia! His the triumph, His the victory alone.           

Hark! the songs of peaceful Zion thunder like a mighty flood.        

“Jesus out of every nation has redeemed us by his blood.” 

Alleluia! bread of heaven, Here on earth our food, our stay;                   

Alleluia! here the sinful flee to you from day to day:           

Intercessor, Friend of sinners, Earth’s Redeemer, hear ou plea       

Where the songs of all the sinless sweep across the crystal sea. 

Alleluia! Not as orphans are we left in sorrow now;        

Alleluia! He is near us, faith believes, nor questions how.      

Though the cloud from sight received Him when the forty days were o’er,        

Shall our hearts forget His promise, “I am with you evermore”? 

 



6 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY1 

L: Let us pray. 

The leader says the Prayer of the Day. 

C: Amen. 

 

 THE WORD OF GOD 

THE CHILDREN’S SERMON 

THE FIRST LESSON:  ACTS 1:1-11 
1In my former book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus began to do and to teach 2until 

the day he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to the 

apostles he had chosen. 3After his suffering, he showed himself to these men and gave many 

convincing proofs that he was alive. He appeared to them over a period of forty days and spoke 

about the kingdom of God. 4On one occasion, while he 

was eating with them, he gave them this command: "Do 

not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father 

promised, which you have heard me speak about. 5For 

John baptized with water, but in a few days you will be 

baptized with the Holy Spirit."  

 6So when they met together, they asked him, 

"Lord, are you at this time going to restore the 

kingdom to Israel?"  

 7He said to them: "It is not for you to know the times 

or dates the Father has set by his own authority. 8But you 

                                                           
1 The Venerable Bede was an English monk who lived around 700 AD.  Knows as “the Teacher of the Middle Ages,” 
Bede’s best known contribution is the system of dating events by years before or after Christ.  (B.C. and A.D.)  Bede 
died in 735 AD on the Feast of the Ascension, and the words he spoke on his deathbed serve as the Prayer of the Day 
for the Festival of the Ascension of our Lord.  The words themselves flow from the great ascension texts.  The prayer 
sets the tone for the Sunday, beginning with the note of triumph and ending with a supplication for the Spirit and His 
work on Pentecost.  Today we see that Christ rules all things for his Church. 
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will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in 

Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth."  

 9After he said this, he was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid him from their 

sight.  

 10They were looking intently up into the sky as he was going, when suddenly two men 

dressed in white stood beside them. 11"Men of Galilee," they said, "why do you stand here 

looking into the sky? This same Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, will come back 

in the same way you have seen him go into heaven." 

THE PSALM OF THE DAY:  PSALM 47 
Read responsively with the leader. 

L: Clap your hands, all you nations; 

C: shout to God with cries of joy. 

L: How awesome is the LORD Most High 

C: the great King over all the earth! 

L: God has ascended amid shouts of joy, 

C: the LORD amid the sounding of trumpets. 

L: Sing praises to God, sing praises; 

C: sing praises to our King, sing praises. 

L: For God is the King of all the earth; 

C: sing to him a psalm of praise. 
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THE SECOND LESSON:  EPHESIANS 1:16-23 

 16I have not stopped giving thanks for you, remembering you in my prayers. 17I keep asking 

that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, may give you the Spirit of wisdom and 

revelation, so that you may know him better. 18I pray also that the eyes of your heart may be 

enlightened in order that you may know the hope to which he has called you, the riches of his 

glorious inheritance in the saints, 19and his incomparably great power for us who believe. That 

power is like the working of his mighty strength, 20which he exerted in Christ when he raised him 

from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly realms, 21far above all rule and 

authority, power and dominion, and every title that can be given, not only in the present age 

but also in the one to come. 22And God placed all things under his feet and appointed him to be 

head over everything for the church, 23which is his body, the fullness of him who fills everything 

in every way. 

THE VERSE OF THE DAY:  Go Into the World 
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THE GOSPEL:  LUKE 24:44-53 
44He said to them, "This is what I told you while I was still with you: Everything must be 

fulfilled that is written about me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms."  

 45Then he opened their minds so they could understand the Scriptures. 46He told them, 

"This is what is written: The Christ will suffer and rise from the dead on the third day, 47and 

repentance and forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name to all nations, beginning at 

Jerusalem. 48You are witnesses of these things. 49I am going to send you what my Father has 

promised; but stay in the city until you have been clothed with power from on high." 

 50When he had led them out to the vicinity of Bethany, he lifted up his hands and blessed 

them. 51While he was blessing them, he left them and was taken up into heaven. 52Then they 

worshiped him and returned to Jerusalem with great joy. 53And they stayed continually at the 

temple, praising God. 

C:  Praise be to you, O Christ! 

THE HYMN OF THE DAY:  #171,   A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing2 vv. 1, 2, 5, 6 

 
THE SERMON:          

Jesus’ Ascension Is a Call to Ascend 
1. In our understanding  
2.   In our witness  

 
Luke 24:44-53 

 

  

 

 

 

                                                           
2 Also by the Venerable Bede, cf. page 6. 
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THE APOSTLES’ CREED: 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  

He descended into hell.  The third day he rose again from the dead.  He ascended into 

heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.  From there he will come 

to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen.  

 

THANKSGIVING 

THE OFFERING: 
The members of Christ Alone Lutheran Congregation have joined together to do the Lord's 

work in this community and around the world.  Visitors need not feel obligated to participate 

in this offering which supports our ministry. 

THE PRAYER OF THE CHURCH:   

THE LORD’S PRAYER: 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,                

thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.           

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 

trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is 

the kingdom and the power and the glory                   

forever and ever.  Amen. 
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THE LORD’S BLESSING 
L: Brothers and sisters, go in peace.  Live in harmony with one another.  Serve the Lord 

with gladness. 

 The Lord bless you and keep you.      

 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.    

 The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 

C: Amen.   

THE RECESSION OF THE PASCHAL CANDLE3 

THE CLOSING HYMN: #175, Hail the Day that See Him Rise 

 

+++ 

 

 
 

 

 

The following items are reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-718954 and CCLI license #11009776 

Go into the World. © 1979, Natalie Sleeth by Choristers Guild.  All rights reserved. 

                                                           
3 The Paschal Candle is the large candle in our chancel.  Historically, the Paschal Candle is lighted every Easter Vigil to 

symbolize that Christ is alive and lives among his people.  It is then lighted for every service during the 40 day period 
that follows Easter as we celebrate the resurrection, the greatest of God’s miracles and mercies. 
     At the Festival of the Ascension the Paschal Candle is carried from the chancel to symbolize that Jesus did not 
remain with his Church in bodily form but returned to his heavenly Father’s right hand in glory.  The recession of the 
Paschal Candle does not imply that Jesus is no longer present among us, for he promised, “Where two or three come 
together in my name, there am I among them” (Matthew 18:20).  Wherever his Word and Sacraments are, there 
Jesus is truly present.  The recession of the Paschal Candle helps us remember that Jesus does not himself carry the 
gospel in Word and Sacraments to the world, but has appointed us to “go and make disciples of all nations (Matthew 
28:20).  With Jesus’ power and presence, we are indeed witnesses of grace. 
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Announcements 
Welcome Visitors and Guests:  We are glad that you are with us this morning, and we pray that you 

will worship with us again soon.  God’s richest blessings to you!   

May 8 - 15: 
 Today  9:15AM  Sunday School; Bible Class 
   10:30AM Worship  
 Wednesday 5:45PM  Confirmation 
   6:30PM  Canvassing 
 Sunday  9:15AM  Sunday School; Bible Class 
   10:30AM Worship with Holy Communion - Confirmation  
     
Congregational Canvassing:  We’ll head out to canvass again this Wednesday night.  Start time 

is 6:30pm.  We’ll meet at Kay Granger before we go out.  Last week ten people canvassed and 

we had about 70 face to face conversations.  May the Lord open doors for us to proclaim his 

gospel to the people in our community.   

Faithbuilders Class:  Our Faithbuilders class is for people interested in becoming members of 

Christ Alone, or for people just looking to build their faith through the study of the basic 

teachings of the Bible.  Classes will be held on Tuesdays beginning May 17th at 7PM.  If you 

would like to attend, contact Pastor Seager.  Free childcare is available. 

Save the Date! Christ Alone's annual outing to the Ballpark at Arlington has been re-scheduled 

from Saturday, June 4th to Saturday, May 28th. The Rangers will take on the Pittsburgh Pirates 

with first pitch at 6:15 pm. Tickets will be $15. There will be a sign up sheet in the coming weeks. 

If you have any questions, talk to Joel Frey.  

Grace Lutheran Church in Scroggins, TX invites us to join them in celebrating their 

congregation’s 25th anniversary.  The celebration will take place on Sunday, June 12th at 4:30pm.  

All are invited. 
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ABOUT CHRIST ALONE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Christ Alone Lutheran Church is a new Christian congregation, a mission plant of the third 

largest Lutheran church body in America.  Christ Alone congregation held its first service on 

January 10, 2010.  By God’s grace, Christ Alone Lutheran remains focused on our mission of 

reaching out with the good news of the Savior Jesus Christ who died on the cross to pay for all 

sins and rose again to give eternal life. 

Christ Alone Lutheran Church worships the Triune God – Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  We 

accept the Bible as God’s inspired and errorless word.  It is the only source of truth for life and 

for eternity. 

Christ Alone is dedicated to preaching the truth, that God has prepared a way to save 

sinners from eternal damnation by sending His Son, Jesus Christ.  By Jesus’ perfect life and 

innocent death, the sins of all people have been paid for in full.  Jesus’ resurrection is proof of 

this!  Whoever believes (trusts) in Jesus has the forgiveness of sins, possesses eternal life now, 

and has a certain future with Jesus in heaven.  Believers in Jesus have been given the new life of 

faith by which they offer their lives in service to the Lord and all people. 

The mission of Christ Alone is to proclaim this eternal gospel (the good news), “that God 

was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting men’s sins against them” (2 

Corinthians 5:19).  It is this gospel that gives our church its name:  Christ Alone Lutheran 

Church—He did it all! 

 

OFFICE LOCATION 

9500 Ray White Rd., Suite 200 
Fort Worth, TX 76244 

 

WORSHIP LOCATION 

Kay Granger Elementary School 
12771 Saratoga Springs Circle 

Fort Worth, TX 76244 

 

                                        
 

 

  

 

 


