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December 30, 2018                   First Sunday after Christmas 
 
SERVICE NOTES:  CHRISTMAS 

The Christmas season celebrates the Incarnation of the Son of God.  
The eternal Word became flesh that he might be the Christ, anointed 
to redeem God’s people.  God had to become man to live under the 
law and die in our place.  Christ’s birth, then, is inextricably 
connected to his death:  Good Friday necessitated Christmas.  So 
great is the love of God that even though our sin required such a 
sacrifice, the Light of the world still descended into our darkness. 

By December 25, the secular world is done with Christmas, after 
gorging itself on it since November.  The Church, however, spent four 
Advent weeks preparing and now spends the Twelve Days of Christmas praising God for the 
Incarnation.  The Twelve days of Christmas culminate on January 6, the festival of the Epiphany 
of our Lord. 

INFORMATION 

Restrooms are located across the hallway as you exit the gymnasium by the water foundations.   
A Mother’s Room is available for your use at any time during the service.  It’s located down the 
hallway to the right as you exit the gymnasium by the water fountains. 
Children’s Activity Sheets give activities and lesson pertaining to the Scripture lessons for the 
day.  Pick one up at the information table or speak to an usher.  

SERVICE PARTICIPANTS 

Rev. Paul M. Seager, pastor of Christ Alone 
Michele LaRocque, keyboardist 

9500 RAY WHITE RD. - SUITE 200, FORT WORTH, TX 76244  |  817-565-4427  | PAULMSEAGER@GMAIL.COM



CHRISTMAS DIALOGUE OF PRAISE 

 Please stand 

L(eader):  In the name of the Father and of the Son + and of the Holy Spirit. 

C(ongregation):  Amen. 

L:  Come, let us sing for joy to the Lord, let us shout aloud to the Rock of our salvation.  

C:  O Lord, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth. You have set your glory 
above the heavens.  

L:  Give thanks to the Lord of lords, to him who alone does great wonders, who by his 
understanding made the heavens, who spread out the earth upon the waters, who made 
the great lights – the sun, to govern the day, the moon and stars to govern the night.  

C:  Great is the Lord and mighty in power; his understanding has no limit.  

OPENING HYMN  Oh, Come, All Ye Faithful | 55 

 Printed on next page. 
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CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION  

L: Let us confess our sins to God. 

C: Our iniquities have separated us from our God; our sins have hidden his face from us, so 
that he will not hear. We look for light, but all is darkness; for brightness, but we walk in 
deep shadows. We look for deliverance, but it is far away. For our offenses are many in 
his sight, and our sins testify against us.  Our offenses are ever with us, and we 
acknowledge our sins.  

L:  Upon this your sincere confession, by Christ’s command and authority, I forgive you all 
your sins.  God became flesh for your salvation!  The Lord is compassionate and gracious, 
slow to anger, abounding in love. He will not always accuse, nor will he harbor his anger 
forever; he does not treat us as our sins deserve or repay us according to our iniquities.  

C:  From the rising of the sun to the place where it sets, the name of the Lord is to be 
praised.   

L:  “The days are coming,” declares the Lord, “when I will raise up to David a righteous 
Branch, a King who will reign wisely and do what is just and right in the land. In his days 
Judah will be saved and Israel will live in safety. This is the name by which he will be 
called: The Lord our Righteousness.”  

C:  Prepare the way for the Lord, make straight paths for him.  

L:  Do not be afraid. I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. Today 
in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord.   

C:  Let the name of the Lord be praised forever and ever. Alleluia!  

�6



SONG OF PRAISE Angels We Have Heard on High 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

M: Let us pray. 

 The leader says the Prayer of the Day. 

C: Amen. 
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The Word of God 

CHILDREN’S SERMON 

FIRST LESSON  Isaiah 63:7-9 

7 I will tell of the kindnesses of the Lord,         
 the deeds for which he is to be praised,      
according to all the Lord has done for us—        
 yes, the many good things he has done for Israel,     
according to his compassion and many kindnesses.  

8 He said, “Surely they are my people,         
 children who will be true to me”;         
and so he became their Savior.         
9 In all their distress he too was distressed,        
 and the angel of his presence saved them.       
In his love and mercy he redeemed them;       
he lifted them up and carried them         
 all the days of old. 
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PSALM 96 Today Is Born our Savior
 

Choir: Refrain 

All:  Refrain 

Choir: O sing to the Lord, a new song; O sing to the Lord, all you lands,  O sing to the Lord,   
 and bless God’s name, and bless God’s name.   

All:  Refrain 

Choir:  Announce his salvation each day, his glory among all the nations; among all peoples   
 his wondrous deeds, his wondrous deeds.   

All:  Refrain 

Choir: Let heaven and earth rejoice; let seas and what fills them resound; let plains be joyful    
 and all there in, the trees of the forest exult.   

All:  Refrain 

Choir: Exult in the Lord, who comes, who comes to rule the earth, to rule the world with   
 justice, the nations with truth.   

All:  Refrain  
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SECOND LESSON  Galatians 4:4-7 

4 But when the set time had fully come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under 
the law, 5 to redeem those under the law, that we might receive adoption to sonship.  
6 Because you are his sons, God sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, the Spirit who 
calls out, “Abba, Father.” 7 So you are no longer a slave, but God’s child; and since you are 
his child, God has made you also an heir. 

VERSE OF THE DAY 

 C: (sing) Joy to the world, the Lord is come!  Let earth receive her King:    
  Let ev’ry heart prepare him room and heav’n and nature sing,    
  And heav’n and nature sing, and heav’n, and heav’n and nature sing. 

   No more let sins and sorrows grow nor thorns infest the ground;   
  He comes to make his blessings flow far as the curse is found,    
  Far as the curse is found, far as, far as the curse is found. 

  

GOSPEL Matthew 2:13-23 

 please stand 

13 When they had gone, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream. “Get up,” 
he said, “take the child and his mother and escape to Egypt. Stay there until I tell you, for 
Herod is going to search for the child to kill him.”  

14 So he got up, took the child and his mother during the night and left for Egypt, 
15 where he stayed until the death of Herod. And so was fulfilled what the Lord had said 
through the prophet: “Out of Egypt I called my son.”   

16 When Herod realized that he had been outwitted by the Magi, he was furious, and he 
gave orders to kill all the boys in Bethlehem and its vicinity who were two years old and 
under, in accordance with the time he had learned from the Magi. 17 Then what was said 
through the prophet Jeremiah was fulfilled:  

18 “A voice is heard in Ramah,          
 weeping and great mourning,         
Rachel weeping for her children          
 and refusing to be comforted,          
because they are no more.”   
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19 After Herod died, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt 20 and 
said, “Get up, take the child and his mother and go to the land of Israel, for those who 
were trying to take the child’s life are dead.”  

21 So he got up, took the child and his mother and went to the land of Israel. 22 But when 
he heard that Archelaus was reigning in Judea in place of his father Herod, he was afraid 
to go there. Having been warned in a dream, he withdrew to the district of Galilee, 23 and 
he went and lived in a town called Nazareth. So was fulfilled what was said through the 
prophets, that he would be called a Nazarene. 

L: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C: Praise be to you, O Christ! 

HYMN OF THE DAY  Now Sing We, Now Rejoice | 34 

SERMON Galatians 4:4-7 

A Transformation Unlike Any Other 
1.  In your status 
2.  In your living 
3.  In your future 
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ATHANASIAN CREED —A Confession of Faith for Christmas 1

 selected portions 

L: It is necessary for eternal salvation truly to believe                
that our Lord Jesus Christ also took on human flesh.  

All: Now this is the true Christian faith:        
 We believe and confess that our Lord Jesus Christ, God’s Son,      
 is both God and man.                    
He is God, eternally begotten from the nature of the Father, and he is man, born in time 
from the nature of his mother, fully God, fully man, with rational soul and human flesh,  
 equal to the Father as to his deity, less than the Father as to his humanity;    

Men: and though he is both God and man, Christ is not two persons, but one,    
 one, not by changing the deity into flesh, but by taking the humanity into God;  
one, indeed, not by mixture of the natures, but by unity in one person;     
 for just as the rational soul and flesh are one human being,      
 so God and man are one Christ.  

Women: He suffered for our salvation, descended into hell, rose the third day from the  dead.   
 He ascended into heaven, is seated at the right hand of God the Father    
 almighty,            
 and from there will come to judge the living and the dead.  

L: This is the true Christian faith.        
Whoever does not faithfully and firmly believe this cannot be saved.  

�  This creed is named after St. Athanasius, a staunch defender of the Christian faith in the fourth century.  It 1
was prepared to assist the Church in combating two errors that undermined Bible teaching.  One error 
denied that God’s Son and the Holy Spirit are of one being or Godhead with the Father.  The other error 
denied that Jesus Christ is true God and true man in one person.  The Athanasian Creed continues to serve 
the Christian Church as a standard of the truth.  It declares that whoever rejects the doctrine of the Trinity 
and the doctrine of Christ is without saving faith. 
The section of the Athanasian Creed included here is the portion that confesses the Bible’s teaching about 
Jesus Christ—true man and true God.  This portion serves as a very fitting confession of faith for Christmas.  
A translation of the entire text of the Athanasian Creed may be found on pages 132-133 in Christian 
Worship: A Lutheran Hymnal. 
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Thanksgiving 

OFFERING 

The members of Christ Alone Lutheran Congregation have joined together to do the Lord’s work in this 
community and around the world.  Visitors need not feel obligated to participate in this offering which 
supports our ministry. 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

LORD’S PRAYER 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven,  
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come,  
 thy will be done 
 on earth as it is in heaven.  
 Give us this day our daily bread;  
 and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those  
 who trespass against us;  
 and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom 
 and the power and the glory  
 forever and ever. Amen. 

LORD’S BLESSING 

L: Brother and sisters, go in peace.  Live in harmony with one another.     
Serve the Lord with gladness. 

 The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and ✙ give you peace. 

C: Amen. 
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CLOSING HYMN                      From Heaven Above to Earth I Come  | 38 2

The following items are reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-718954 and CCLI license #11009776 
Psalm 96 –Today Is Born Our Savior.  Text and tune:  © James Chepponis by GIA Publications, Inc.  All rights reserved. 

 Every year Martin Luther prepared entertainment for his family to celebrate a happy Christmas Eve.  The 2

entertainment came in the form of this hymn Luther wrote specifically for his children.  The first five verses 
were sung by a man dressed as an angel.  The family sang the sixth verse together.  The children 
responded to the angel by singing verses 7 to 14, with the final verse sung by the entire family.  We sing 
the hymn today with the same light-hearted joy as Luther’s children must have sung it—singing with the 
glee of sons of God by faith in Jesus.

�14



ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Welcome Visitors and Guests:  We are glad that you are with us this morning, 
and we pray that you will worship with us again soon.  God’s richest blessings to 
you!   

December 3 - January 6 : 
 Today  10:30AM Worship 
 Sunday 9:15AM Bible Class/Sunday School 
   10:30AM Worship with Holy Communion 
        
Faithbuilders Class:  Our Faithbuilders class is for people interested in becoming 
members of Christ Alone, or for people just looking to build their faith through the 
study of the basic teachings of the Bible.  A new class begins soon.  If you would like 
to attend, contact Pastor Seager.  Free childcare is available.  
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ABOUT CHRIST ALONE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Christ Alone Lutheran Church is a new Christian congregation, a mission plant of the third 
largest Lutheran church body in America.  Christ Alone congregation held its first service 
on January 10, 2010.  More recently, Christ Alone purchased 11 acres of land on Main St. 
in Keller.  By God’s grace, Christ Alone Lutheran remains focused on our mission of 
reaching out with the good news of the Savior Jesus Christ who died on the cross to pay 
for all sins and rose again to give eternal life. 

Christ Alone Lutheran Church worships the Triune God – Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  We 
accept the Bible as God’s inspired and errorless word.  It is the only source of truth for life 
and for eternity. 

Christ Alone is dedicated to preaching the truth, that God has prepared a way to save 
sinners from eternal damnation by sending His Son, Jesus Christ.  By Jesus’ perfect life and 
innocent death, the sins of all people have been paid for in full.  Jesus’ resurrection is 
proof of this!  Whoever believes (trusts) in Jesus has the forgiveness of sins, possesses 
eternal life now, and has a certain future with Jesus in heaven.  Believers in Jesus have 
been given the new life of faith by which they offer their lives in service to the Lord and all 
people. 

The mission of Christ Alone is to proclaim this eternal gospel (the good news), “that God 
was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting men’s sins against them” (2 
Corinthians 5:19).  It is this gospel that gives our church its name:  Christ Alone Lutheran 
Church—He did it all! 

Office Location 

9500 Ray White Rd., Suite 200 
Fort Worth, TX 76244 

Worship Location 

Kay Granger Elementary School 
12771 Saratoga Springs Circle 

Fort Worth, TX 76244  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